
Music Essential Learnings 
 

Essential Question: How does understanding the structure and context of musical works inform 
performance? 

EL 1: Pitch Reading 
EL 2: Rhythm Reading 
EL 3: Repertoire Comprehension 

Essential Question: How do musicians improve the quality of their performance? 
EL 4: Interpreting Music 

Essential Question: How do musicians improve the quality of their performance? When is a 
performance judged ready to present? 

EL 5: Performing Music 

Essential Question: How do we judge the quality of musical work(s) and performance(s)? 
EL 6: Evaluating Music 
PERFORMANCE SCALE LANGUAGE 
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Essential Question: How does understanding the structure and 
context of musical works inform performance? 
 

EL 1: Pitch Reading 
Recognize, Read, Understand and Apply  pitches in a given key signature and clef 

● Pitch Reading Level 4 skills  
○ Outlined in music theory.net levels 

 

EL 2: Rhythm Reading 
Recognize, Read , Understand and Apply rhythms in a given meter, both simple and 

compound 

● Takadimi Levels  Simple and Compound 
 

EL 3: Repertoire Comprehension  
 Recognize, Read, Understand, and Apply markings beyond the staff in notated repertoire. 

● Characteristic themes defined as:  
○ Structural Elements 
○ Dynamics 
○ Articulations 
○ Tempos 
○ Other Directions 
○ Road Map 

 

Essential Question: How do musicians improve the quality of their 
performance? 

EL 4: Interpreting Music 
Make interpretive decisions based on understanding and application of expressive intent using the 
following: 

● Dynamics (all and including sforzando, crescendo, decrescendo ) 
● Articulations (tenuto, staccato, accent, marcato, legato, tie, slur) 
● Tempos (Largo, moderato, allegro, adagio) 
● Tempo alterations (ritardando, accelerando) 
● Other Directions (solo, soli, unison, tutti, duet, poco, molto) 

 

property of Center Grove Middle School Central, Greenwood, IN - 2018 



Essential Question: How do musicians improve the quality of their 
performance? When is a performance judged ready to present? 

EL 5: Performing Music 
Develop, apply, and refine appropriate practice strategies to address individual and ensemble 
challenges in a varied repertoire of music such as Tone Quality, Pitch Accuracy, Rhythm Accuracy, 
Phrasing, Posture, Breathing, Bowing, Diction, Embouchure, Grip, Hand Position and Movement:  

○ 6th grade Students will perform Grade .5 - 1.5 literature (6) 
○ 7th grade Students will perform Grade 1.5 - 2.5 literature (7) 
○ 8th grade Students will perform Grade 2-2+ literature.(8) 

 
● Tone Quality 
● Pitch Accuracy 
● Rhythm Accuracy 
● Phrasing 
● Posture 
● Breathing  
● Bowing 
● Diction 
● Embouchure / Grip 
● Hand position 

○  
 

Essential Question: How do we judge the quality of musical work(s) 
and performance(s)? 

EL 6: Evaluating Music 
Understand and evaluate individual and ensemble performances using the following categories of 
Tone Quality, Pitch Accuracy, Rhythm Accuracy, Articulations, Phrasing, Dynamics, Balance and 
Blend. 

● Tone Quality 
● Pitch Accuracy 
● Rhythm Accuracy 
● Articulations 
● Phrasing 
● Dynamics 
● Balance 
● Blend 
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PERFORMANCE SCALE LANGUAGE 
4.0 Advanced - Performer can complete the task independently and excellence can be replicated at the 
same level every time. 
 
3.5 - In addition to score 3.0, partial success at score 4.0 content. 
 
3.0 Proficient - Performer can complete task accurately and independently.  If given multiple attempts, the 
last attempt would be the best. 
  
2.5 - In addition to score 2.0, partial success at score 3.0 content. 
 
2.0 Emerging - Performer can complete the task with help from teacher and needs reminders both visual 
and written. 
 
1.5 - In addition to score 1.0, partial success at score 2.0 content. 
 
1.0 Beginning - Performer cannot complete the task even with help from teacher. 
 

★ To achieve a *.0 score, performers much achieve ALL aspects of that *.0 rubric.  If they achieve 
SOME of the aspects, they will be at a *.5 score.  For example, a student reaches proficiency at a 2.0 
level on note accuracy, but achieve some of the 3.0 levels (not all).  Therefore, they will be at a 2.5 
(this is actually directly from the DCI judging policies/rubric, which seems to apply here). 
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